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Antimicrobial resistance containment in Bangladesh:
Government and development partners working together

The Communicable Disease Control department of the Directorate General of Health Services (CDC-DGHS) is 
the designated National AMR coordination centre of Bangladesh and is implementing the AMR Containment 
programme along with other departments including the Directorate of Livestock Services (DLS), Department 
of Fisheries (DoF), Directorate General of Drug Administration (DGDA), and the Department of Environment 
with a One-Health concept.  Several developmental partner organizations like the Fleming Fund, USAID, WHO, 
World Bank, FAO and others are supporting the programme. 

The visit by Mott team was the �rst after launching of the Fleming Fund Grant activities in January 2020, and as 
mentioned by Dr Vikas Aggarwal, the Regional Advisor of Mott, to be important for understanding the progress 
in strengthening AMR surveillance and overall, in AMR containment, attained by the government of Bangla-
desh through Fleming Fund support during the extremely di�cult period of covid-19 pandemic. It will help 
determine future pathways for continuing the Fleming Fund support for the country.    

One of the major partners in AMR contain-
ment is the Fleming Fund.  Mott MacDonald 
is the management agent of Fleming Fund 
and its’ regional team based in New Delhi, 
India, recently visited Bangladesh to oversee 
the progress till date in the areas of AMR 
surveillance and containment in the country. 
During their 10-day visit, the Mott team had 
extensive interactions with the relevant 
government stakeholders including CDC 
DGHS, DLS, and DGDA, the development 
partners including WHO, USAID, US CDC and 
FCDO Dhaka o�ce. The team visited three 
national reference laboratories (IEDCR, CDIL 
and BLRI), and �ve sentinel sites (Chittagong 
Medical College, Dhaka Medical College, 
Mymensingh Medical College, Poultry 
Research& Training Centre (PRTC and Chatto-
gram), and Quality Control Laboratory for 
Fisheries at Savar),   and had e�ective interac-
tions with di�erent group of professionals like 
laboratory sta�, the physicians and scientists, 
and the management sta�. The team met the 
Fleming Fund Country Grant team, DAI, and 
its’ consortium partners. 

The Mott MacDonald Regional 
team based in New Delhi, and 
Fleming Fund Country Grant to 
Bangladesh team had several 
meetings with di�erent stake-
holders. Some of the pictures 
are shared here.

'Meeting of DG DGDA and the team'  

Meeting of director CDC DGHS and the team  

Meeting of DG DLS and the team 
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AMR containment: some of the activities performed from 
December 2021 to June 2022

National Task Force on AMC and AMU meeting was 
held at the o�ce of the Directorate General of Drug 
administration (DGDA) on 12th June 2022, during 
which the following information were provided by 
DGDA to the members.
o  DGDA has imposed new regulation on antibiotic 
packaging with health warning on the package to be 
implemented by drug manufacturers/ marketeers.
o  New law to ban over the counter sale of antibiotics 
without prescription by registered practitioners has 
been drafted and reviewed-and has been placed to 
the parliament for enactment of the law. 

Installation of equipment- BACTEC, 
VITEK-2, Biosafety cabinets, laminar 
air�ow completed, several others are 
in pipeline to be �nished by Sep 
2022.

Eight out of 12 laboratories refurbish-
ment has been completed including 
moderate to major redesigning and 
reconstruction, installation of biosafety 
level 2 (BSL2), and installation of heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) 
system in 6 labs.

Sectoral Coordination meetings of both 
Animal and Human Health Sectors are 
being held regularly every three months to 
discuss the progress of AMR containment 
activity progress and challenges within the 
sector and to draw out short term activity 
plans. Last such meetings were held on 
29th June and 4th July 2022 for animal and 
human health sectors respectively.

Study on antimicrobial use (AMU) in Animal 
Health sector at selected poultry and dairy 
farms has been started in Gazipur and 
Chattogram. This will quantify the per capita 
AMU in chicken and dairy cattle. To support 
the activity 
* Guideline has been developed on monitor-
ing AMU at farm level and 
* Training has been conducted on AMU data 
Collection from Dairy and Poultry 

Point prevalence survey (PPS) of antimicrobi-
al use in tertiary hospitals, a follow-up study 
has been being undertaken in 3 medical 
colleges Dhaka, Chattogram and Mymens-
ingh.

For conducting the AMR active surveil-
lance in Animal Health (AH) Sector, train-
ing was organized on Sample collection 
and Transportation

Data management
o   Updating of software at the national server 
for human health AMR data collection is going 
on with �nalization of data management 
protocol.
o   Incorporation of AMR Data module into 
Bangladesh animal health intelligence system 
(BAHIS) and hands-on training on AMR data 
management in AH going on.

CAPTURA a Fleming Fund regional grantee, 
shared the �ndings of the retrospective AMR data 
collected from Bangladesh in its 3-day long 
workshop at hotel Sheraton Dhaka on May 16 -18, 
2022. Among the countries from where AMR data 
was collected, Bangladesh had the highest 
number of more than one million data collected 
for analysis.
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‘Preventing antimicrobial resistance together’
Quadripartite announces WAAW 2022 theme

The Quadripartite organizations FAO, UNEP, WHO, and OIE announced the theme of World Antimicrobial 

Awareness Week (WAAW) 2022: ‘Preventing antimicrobial resistance together’. The slogan of World Antimicro-

bial Awareness Week remains 'Antimicrobials: Handle with Care'. WAAW is celebrated from 18 to 24 November 

every year.


